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Yara Bou Nassar : A Deep Greeting

Pierre abi Saab

[The lebansese actress Yara Bou Nassar mesmerized us with her new performance “Everything Is 
Just Fine” in collaboration with Annalenna Frolich which was recently presented at “Station Beirut”.
“Everything is Just Fine” is the fruit of fine work on the body, the emotions and the states of 
subjugation, introversion, void, phobia, obsession and the ramifications of violence in all its forms, 
whether being in an underdeveloped society ravaged by civil wars and civil fallout, or in the developed 
capitalist west, enslaved by its search for wealth and accomplishments…

…The performance relies on the image theater techniques and the unconventional space that 
implicates the audience…it also relies on repetitive physical expression, monologues, and states of 
emotions; the internal uproar in the face of void and silence.

The entire work is on a high level of artistic maturity in the vision, language, style, dramatic 
structure, the artful scenography, the actors’ performances, the exquisite employment of music 
(Paed Conca live music on stage) and the plot that imitates a scientific experiment not too far from 
being a concentration camp. The play portrays, by means of physical expression, the states of 
anxiety and solitude and depicts the impact of psychological breakdowns caused by violence on 
the human behavior, and it combines innovation and artistic maturity in expressing cases of human 
obsessions and fears. These obsessions and fears echo greatly in Beirut of today, or even in any 
other Arab city, and the fact that the performance was made with a Swiss collaboration, adds to the 
work dimensions, fears and sufferings from the other side of the world which creates an additional 
strong point to the performance and also its uniqueness…everything about it is astonishing and 
original.

An accomplishment to remember by Yara Bou Nassar, the artist which we pursue with such pleasure 
and anticipation from one project to the other. An exceptional actress but not just that, she also writes 
and directs her own work. She approaches the stage as a terrain for her generation’s questioning, 
the generation in Lebanon that is suspended between the heavy burden of the past and the void of 
the present, between life and death, between desperation and the persistence to overcome.

From the singular, the personal and the private, Yara comes out to ask the great existential and 
humanitarian questions, and as usual every new project of hers reaches out further than the one 
before, and this performance is no different, her recent work surpassed by miles her previous 
endeavors.

We greet you from the depths of us. ]
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